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The Mistra center for

sustainable urban futures



A global centre
in Göteborg, 
Sweden



The centerôs overall mission

To produce innovative solutions for
sustainable urban development

in all of its varying forms and contexts 

ésolutions that are:

- academically excellent

- practically effective and

- socially relevant.
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Objectives

ÅCoordinate research and practice

ÅMobilise the will and capacity needed for 
tangible changes towards sustainable urban 
development

ÅDevelop a world leading centre for 
transdisciplinary knowledge production and 
capacity building

ÅPromote international collaboration, 
knowledge exchange and impact
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Knowledge areas
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Generic modes of urban development

ÅUrban regeneration

ÅSuburban development

ÅUrban regional development

ÅGlobal urban development
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Cape town

Göteborg



The transdisciplinary process



The Göteborg Consortium
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The working groups and participants 
in the proposal writing process, 

A total of 70 representatives from
the Consortium partners:

Via steering boards, task groups,
workshops and writing groups.

1. Process leadership

2. Thematic working groups

3. Practical working groups
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The Pilot projects: 2010
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1. Multi-level governance for sustainable urban 
development 

2. Building for climate change: Implementing 
adaptation

3. Urban empowerment: Cultures of participation 
and learning

4. Business Driven Sustainable Development

5. Urban games: Mutual learning for sustainable 
development



Support Interventions
Participatory and facilitated processes

ÅEstablish common goals and shared values

ÅPilot project start-up and planning

ÅPromote basic skills for transdisciplinary 

knowledge production and capacity building

ÅAssist project leadership and management

ÅFormative and summative evaluations
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Transdisciplinary challenges


