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2250+ LOCAL 
AND REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENTS

24 OFFICES 
WORLDWIDE

ACTIVE IN
100+ COUNTRIES

IMPACTING 
25% OF

PEOPLE LIVING 
IN CITIES

5
INTERCONNECTED

DEVELOPMENT 
PATHWAYS

MORE 
THAN 

ICLEI, Local Governments for Sustainability

THE FIVE ICLEI PATHWAYS

The FIVE ICLEI PATHWAYS reflect ICLEI’s approach to achieving a sustainable city as well as local contributions to implementing
the goals laid out in international frameworks such as the Sustainable Development Goals. Any of our individual projects or
initiatives can be oriented along one or more specific pathways. We also look at how the pathways connect to bring about change
in an INTEGRATED way. For example, we consider how nature-based development contributes to resilience, or how to bring
equity into low emission development.

LOW EMISSION 
DEVELOPMENT

NATURE-BASED 
DEVELOPMENT

EQUITABLE AND 
PEOPLE CENTERED 

DEVELOPMENT

RESILIENT 
DEVELOPMENT

CIRCULAR 
DEVELOPMENT
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ICLEI EUROPE 
REPRESENTS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND ASSOCIATIONS OF ALL SHAPES AND SIZES

Local Government

Association of Local 
Governments 

Associate Partner

http://iclei-europe.org/

OUR THEMATIC AREAS

ICLEI’s thematic areas in Europe, such as climate, biodiversity and nature-based solutions and mobility, depending on the specific 
context in which we work, connect the 5 Pathways with the daily working fields of European local governments. Social equity and 
inclusion run through our work.
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OUR THEMATIC AREAS

ICLEI’s thematic areas in Europe, such as climate, biodiversity and nature-based solutions and mobility, depending on the specific 
context in which we work, connect the 5 Pathways with the daily working fields of European local governments. Social equity and 
inclusion run through our work.

NATURE-BASED DEVELOPMENT at global level

Edinburgh 
Declaration Informal Advisory Group 

(IAG) on the Mainstreaming 
of Biodiversity

ICLEI as official partner (work plan 
under dev.)Subnational Advocacy Platform

+ +
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NATURE-BASED DEVELOPMENT at European level

UN Decade in Europe
Opinion Factsheet + Action Plan 

2021 incl. Biodiversity Strategy 2030

Edinburgh 
Declaration

+ +

9

10



27.09.2021

6

FACILITATING KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE
ICLEI facilitates knowledge exchange between key 
stakeholders in the development of urban 
sustainability from local authorities to businesses, 
citizens and academia. We work with a number of 
partners and networks: 

- European Commission
- European Parliament
- European Committee of the Regions
- European Investment Bank
- European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development
- ISO Standard setting on Sustainable Cities 
- European Economic and Social Committee
- EEA European Environment Agency
- Other city networks

Platform + National NBS Hubs 
in 27 EU MS

Regional Hubs + European 
Hubs in UK, B and PL

NATURE-BASED DEVELOPMENT in European projects

FACILITATING 
KNOWLEDGE 
EXCHANGE, platforms 
and campaigns
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Consolidate, expand and 
support a community of 
practice

Upscale the use of NBS across 
science, business, policy and 
practice

Raise awareness

a new one-stop-resource 
for the nature-based solutions 

community

…gathers resources, projects, best practices and tools under 
one roof,

…maximises the impact and spread of nature-based 
solutions.

networknature.eu

• Address regional/national needs, 
specificities and barriers for nature-based 
solutions, enable knowledge transfer;

• Build relationships with national/regional 
partners;

•Create long-lasting structures for NBS 
uptake and mainstreaming with local 
interface across policy, practice and 
research;

• Create nuanced understanding of 
benefits and risks of NBS across climatic, 
geographic, ecological, political and 
economic contexts.

Map potential stakeholders (until May 2021)
Map relevant actors in research, policy (ministries), 
and private sector on national/regional level in 27 EU 
MS

Establish NBS hubs (from May 2021 to May 2023)
Identify potential hubs based on interest and 
willingness of stakeholders to move NBS agenda 
forward; programmatic and strategic support to 
organise 6 (macro-)regional events (host workshop, 
present platform activities) (Lead: ICLEI)

National NBS Hubs / EU Member States

Why?

Dedicated online space @ NN
Online space for exchange / resources, etc. 
(facebook group) and to present themselves

What?
https://networknature.eu/

13

14



27.09.2021

8

TF 1: Data management and EU NBS knowledge repository; 

TF 2: NBS Impact evaluation framework; 

TF 3: Governance, business and finance models; 

TF 4: NBS Communicators

TF 5: Co-creation and governance

Aim:

The H2020 NBS project clustering aims to strengthen networking, knowledge sharing, and collaboration to foster 
synergies between projects. In doing so, it aims to increase the projects’ impact on mainstreaming NBS, while 
saving resources around common areas of work. Ultimately, this should lead to a strong evidence base for NBS at 
EU level.

NBS Task Forces 

https://networknature.eu/

CitiesWithNature https://www.citieswithnature.org/
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UrbanByNature

• Exchange with cities globally 

• Learn how to plan and implement urban 
green and blue interventions for and with 
citizens

• Support collective action towards a 
sustainable, inclusive and resilient urban 
future

• Gain access to tools and approaches 
for NBS planning and implementation

• Strengthen the pathway towards global 
sustainable 
development and climate goals

https://connectingnature.eu/urbanbynature

Informing local and subnational governments…
Local and subnational advocacy for nature

● This is an officially recognized platform of the CBD Secretariat to inform local and subnational 
governments about the CBD process and to collect impulses for subnational governments.

● Offer: Monthly webinars (first Thursday of the month) by ICLEI CitiesBiodiversityCentre (CBC) to 
inform municipalities and regions about news and ongoing processes as well as opportunities 
for engagement.

https://subnationaladvocacyfornature.org/
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Act Local! 

NATure-based URban 
innoVATION 

Nature-based solutions 
for post-industrial 

areas

Inclusive. Green. 
Sustainable.

COproductioN with NaturE 
for City Transitioning, 

INnovation and 
Governance

CO-producing Nature-based 
solutions and restored 

Ecosystems: transdisciplinary 
neXus for Urban Sustainability

Fostering nature-based 
solutions for smart, green and 

healthy urban transitions in 
Europe and China

Resilient Optimal Urban 
natural, Technological and 
Environmental Solutions

ModULar Tools for 
Integrating enhanced 

natural treatment 
SOlutions in URban 

water CyclES

Innovative and Enhanced 
NBS for Sustainable Urban 

Water Cycle

Advancing nature-based 
solutions together

REGREEN Fact Sheets: NBS implementation
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REGREEN Fact Sheets: NBS implementation

REGREEN Fact Sheets: NBS implementation
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REGREEN Fact Sheets: NBS implementation

REGREEN Fact Sheets: NBS implementation
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REGREEN Fact Sheets: NBS implementation

https://www.regreen-project.eu/news/regreen-factsheets-are-now-available-and-reday-to-download/

Working with cities to upscale and outscale NBS

NATURE-BASED 
DEVELOPMENT

Cities can engage:

GLOBALLY
• CitiesWithNature
• UrbanByNature - The Global Programme for Urban

Nature Pioneers
• Cities Biodiversity Summit at COP 15 CBD

IN EUROPE
• Green City Accord
• NetworkNature: It is in our nature to network – we will

expand the wider NBS community and support you in
implementing and amplifying your nature-based
solutions.

• Horizon2020/Horizon Europe Task Forces
• Representation with the European Committee of the

Regions

Cities can join forces on:
• Horizon Europe upcoming calls
• ICLEI is an official partner of the UN Decade for

Ecosystem Declaration

Cities can use:
• Pollinator's guidance

Cities can subscribe:
• UrbanByNature by ICLEI Europe
• CitiesWithNature
• Urban Resilience Newsletter by ICLEI

Cities can participate:
• Events: once-off plus regular (e.g. EURESFO,

ESCT, Daring Cities)
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Thank you!

Grégoire Dubois

daniela.rizzi@iclei.org

Daniela Rizzi
Senior Officer Nature-based Solutions 

and Biodiversity, ICLEI Europe
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